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(presently amended) A computer-assisted method of facilitating a transfer of purchases 



to consumers, the method comprising: 

on a computer system, for each of a plurality of consumers, associating a plurality 
of items wrth each other , wherein each of the items is ordered by the consumer fromja 
different onc„of a plurality of merchants; 

for each consumer, receiving the associated hems al a single geographic location; 
for each consumer* based at least on the association of the items on the computer 
system, physically aggregating the items at the location; and 

for each consumer, transferring the aggregated items to the consumer. 

2, (previously amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein each of the purchased items is 
a product or comprises one or more products. 

3. (previously amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising 

on the computer system, for each consumer, reeeiving notification of a pending 
delivery of at least one of the items to the location. 

4. (previously amended) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising, 

using the computer system, for each consumer, notifying the consumer that some 
or all of the plurality of items have been received at the location, 

5, (canceled) 

6. (previously amended ) The method of Claim 1, wherein transferring the aggregated 
items to the consumer comprises sending the items to the consumer from the location, 

7, (canceled) 
$, (canceled) 

9. (presently amended) The method of Claim wherein the selected geographic 
location is m order aggregation srtc 

10. (previously amended) The method of Claim 9> further comprising 

providing an identification of the items to the order aggregation site. 

11. (previously amended) The method of Claim 9, further comprising 

instructing the order aggregation site to aggregate the items. 

12. (original) The method of Claim 1 1, further comprising 
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instructing the order aggregation she to transfer the aggregated herns to the 
consumer. 

13. (original) The method of Claim 11, further comprising 

instructing the order aggregation site to deliver the aggregated items to the 
consumer. 

14 (original) The method of Claim 11„ further comprising 

instructing a delivery service to pick up the aggregated hems: at the order 
aggregation site and to deliver the aggregated items lo the consumer. 
15, (canceled) 

16- (presently amended) The method of Claim 13, further comprising 

instructing the consumer to receive the hems at the selected geographic location. 

17. (original) The method of Claim 16, further comprising 

receiving firom the consumer, an identification of u time at which the consumer will 
expect to receive the hems. 

18. (previously amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising, for each consumer: 

presenting to the consumer at least one geographic location at wliich the consumer 

can receive the hems; 

obtaining from the consumer a selection of one of the geographic beat ions; and 
notifying the merchants of the identity of the geographic location selected by the 

consumer. 

19. (canceled) 

20. (new) The method of Claim L wherein each of the plurality of hems are associated 
with each other indirectly through an association of each item with the consumer 

21. (new) The method of Claim 1, further comprising, tor each consumer: 

identifying a time for transferring the plurality of items to the consumer; and 
for each of the plurality of items, scheduling shipping of the hem to the location 
based on the identified time for transfer. 

22. (new) The method of Claim 21, further comprising, for each of the plurality of items, 
estimating a transportation time for the hem to be transported to the location, wherein the 
scheduling of the shipping of the item to the location is further based on the estimated 
transportation time. 
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k23. (new) A computer-assisted method of rcditcing an inventory cost associated whh 
product distribution and facilitating a transfer of purchases to consumers, the method comprising: 
or* a computer system, ibr each of a plurality of consumers; 

associating a plurality of items with each other, wherein each of the iiems 
is ordered by the consumer from a different one of a plurality of merchants; 

identifying a. temporary storage facility proximate the consumer, from 
which the plurality of items can be transferred to the consumer; 
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identifying a date and time lor transferring the plurality of items to trie 
consumer; 

on the computer system, for each of the plurality of merchants: 

estimating a trai asportation time fur each of the plurality of items ordered 
by each of the coa^umers from the merchant 10 be transported to the identified 
temporary storage futility; 

based at least on the estimated transportation time and the selected date 
and time for transfer, synchronizing a shipment of each hem from the point of 
origin to the respective identified temporary storage facility in accordance with a 
just- in-time schedule compatible with the identified date and time for transferring 
the plurality o.f items 10 the respective consumer; and 
Tor each consumer: 

receiving the associated items at the identified temporary storage facility. 

based at least on the association of the items on the computer .system, 
physically aggregating the items sit the identified temporary storage facility; and 

transferring the aggregated hems to the consumer. 

24. (new) The method of Claim 23, wherein each of the plurality of items are associated 
whii each other indirectly through an association of each item with the consumer ordering the 
item. 

25. (new) The method of Claim 24 ? wherein each of the ordered hems is a product or 
comprises one or more products, 

26. (new) The method of Claim 25, wherein identifying a temporary storage facility 
proximate the consumer, further comprises: 

presenting to the consumer at least one temporary storage facility proximate the 
consumer at which the consumer can .receive the items; 

obtaining from the consumer a selection of one of the temporary storage facilities; 

and 

notifying the merchants of the identity of the temporary storage facility selected by 
the consumer, 

27. (new) The method of Claim 26 wherein iderrtifying a date and time for transferring the 
plurality of items to the consumer, further comprises 
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receiving from the consumer, an identification of a date and lime at which the 
consumer will expect to receive the items. 

28, (new) The method ofCUiin^jZ7 wherein on the computer system for each of the 
plurality of merchants, said s>Tichronizing further comprises: 

associating the items ordered by the plurality of consumers from the merchant in a 
plurality of groups vvhercby the items in each group are de$t tned for the some temporary 
storage facility and have similar dates arid times for transferring the items to the respective 
consumers; and 

based at least on the estimated transportation time and the selected date and time 
for transfer, synchronizing the shipping of the hems in each group from the point of origin 
to the respective identified temporary storage facility in accordance with a just -in-time 
schedule compatible with the identified date and time for transferring the items to each of 
the respective consumer*, 

.29- {new) The method of Claim 28, further comprising 

providing each merchant target shipping dates, times, and schedules for the items 
in each group, compatible with the identified dale and time for transferring the items lo 
each of the respective consumers. 

30. (new) The method of Claim 29, further comprising 

providing each temporary* storage facility: 

an identification of the shipping schedule of each group of hems destined to 
that facility; 

an identificat ion of the item* "in each group; and 

aggregation instructions to aggregate the items in the groups received in 
accordance with the association of items in the computer system for each 
consumer. 

31. (new) The method or Claim 30, wherein tramtetring the aggre gated it ems to I he 
consumer comprises 

having the consumer pickup the aggregated items at the temporary storage facility 

32. (new) The method of Claim 31, further comprising 

reminding the consumer of the scheduled date and time to pickup the aggregated 
hems at the temporary storage facility. 
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^ 33. (new) The method of Claim 30 ; wherein transferring the aggregated rtems to the 
consumer comprises 

sending the aggregated items to the consumer from the temporar}' 'Storage facility. 
34. (new) The method of Claim 33 further comprising 

instructing a delivery service to pick up the aggregated items at the temporary 
storage facility and to deliver the aggregated items to the consumer. 



